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Opening Summary 
 What is real faith?  In this teaching we will see biblical examples of real faith by looking at the lives 
of Abel and Enoch.  Then we will examine what Jesus considers to be real faith by learning what He said 
to the seven churches in Revelation.  Jesus is coming back for a victorious church.  You can be certain that 
you’ll be ready if you have the real faith that pleases God. 
 

I. Heb. 10:23-25:  Faith (Gk. Pistis) means trust, confidence, belief in God.  Provoke means to move 
someone to do something.  We can provoke others when we get together. 
A. Heb. 10:26-27:  Willful sin requires a different remedy that’s found in 1 John 1:9.   
B. Heb. 10:28-29: Despite means to insult.  Non-confessed sin insults the Spirit of grace.  There’s fiery 

judgment if you don’t stop. 
C. Heb. 10:30-31:  God is talking about His people.  He will judge His people. 
D. Heb. 10:32 Enlightened means your eyes were opened when you were saved. 

1. Remember Mark 4:  They backed up when pressure came on them. 
2. It happens because you got saved.   
3. Trials come to stop you (John 10:10; James 1:13). 

E. Heb. 10:33:  You are now going through what others have gone through. 
F. Heb. 10:34:  Your possessions have been taken from you, but you took it joyfully. 
G. Heb. 10:35:  Confidence means boldness and ashamedness.   
H. Heb. 10:36:  This means you can take a lickin’ and keep on tickin’.   
I. Heb. 10:36:  The promise referred to here is eternal life. 
J. Heb. 10:37:  He that will come is Jesus. 
K. Heb. 10:38:  The just are those declared righteous (2 Cor. 10:21). 

1. Live means a lifestyle over a lifetime.   
2. Draw back means to shrink from.   
3. Apostate is someone who has abandoned the faith. 
4. 2 Thes. 2:1-3:  Falling away means a departure from the faith.   
5. Just before the rapture of the church there will be a massive falling away. 
6. Satan’s #1 tool is deception. 
7. Pleasure (Gk. eudokeo) means think well of or approve.  God will not approve of a Christian 

who backs up because of pressure. 
L. Heb. 10:39: A lifestyle of faith refuses to go backward. 

1. Believe (Gk. Pistis) is trust, confidence and belief in God.  That’s real faith. 
2. The things God promises are the fruit of faith. 
3. Real faith stands up under pressure. 

 

II. Heb. 11:1-2:  Substance (Gk. hupostasis) means foundation. 
A. Although a building can be built on dirt, it will easily fall when pressure is applied. It’s important to 

have a stable foundation.  My sanctuary was built on a stable foundation.  It endures the wind and 
the rain, because the walls are connected to the foundation. 

B. Real faith is the foundation and evidence of things we don’t see. 
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C. Heb. 11:3:  Through faith we are enlightened by the Holy Ghost. 
1. Note that “worlds” is plural.  That includes the planets. 
2. Word (Gk. Rhema) means spoken word.  God spoke and created light. 
3. Say what God says about you and create a brand new world around you. 

 
III. Heb. 11:4:  It’s interesting that Abel is mentioned before Abraham. 

A. “More excellent” (Gk. pleion) means greater in quantity, number and quality. 
B. Gen. 4:1-8:  Cain and Abel each brought a gift to the Lord. 

1. Cain brought an offering to the Lord. 
2. Abel brought firstlings (the first and richest or best part). 
3. God didn’t receive Cain’s offering. 
4. Gen. 4:4:  Abel’s offering was first and the best of what he had. 
5. Gen. 4:7: God is telling him he should rule over satan, not satan rule him. 
6. God’s will is that we tithe: we bring Him our first and our best (Mat. 6:21). 

C. To know a man’s heart, follow the money.  A woman shouldn’t give herself to a man until he has 
married her.  Marriage is committing everything to the spouse.  If he says he loves her, but won’t 
marry her, she doesn’t have his heart.  

D. A person who tithes has a heart fully toward God.  Tithing is the ultimate act of faith, love and 
obedience.  Tithing is of the heart. 

E. Heb. 11:4:  God talked about Abel’s gift.  That gift is still speaking today. 
 

IV. Heb. 11:5:  Enoch was raptured by his trust, confidence and belief in God. 
A. Underline “that he pleased God.” 
B. Every Christian is not going in the rapture, only those who please God. 
C. Gen. 5:21-24:  Walking with God means going in the same direction as God.  
D. Enoch walked with God, therefore he pleased God. 
E. Those who don’t walk with God, don’t please God. 

 
V. Heb. 11:6:  Please means to gratify entirely.  Is God gratified with you? 

A. Believe God is the boss. 
B. God rewards those who diligently seek Him. 

 
VI. God showed John seven churches. One was okay.  One pleased God.  Five had not confessed their sin: 

A. The sin was this:  a person can do what they want and still go to heaven; the laity runs the church 
instead of the pastor; there were sexual sins. 

B. Rev. 3:7:  God was pleased with the Philadelphia church.  Jesus tells all seven churches that He 
knows their works, because He knows everyone’s works.    

1. Rev. 3:8: Strength (Gk. dunamis) is dynamite, power, supernatural ability. 
2. Kept (Gk. tereo) means to guard or protect by keeping your eyes on it.  
3. They protected the Word regardless of affliction and persecution. 
4. They didn’t reject His name (Gk. onoma): authority and character.   
5. Rev. 3:9:  Those of the synagogue of satan are certain Jews who say they are covenant people 

but are being led by the devil. 
6. Rev. 3:10-13:  Because they guarded and kept their eyes on the word, He will keep them from 

temptation (the tribulation) that comes on the world. 
7. They pleased God and are qualified to be raptured. 

C. Rev. 3:14-16: The church at Laodicea is the lukewarm church.  People don’t like lukewarm coffee.  
He is saying, in other words, I wish there was no confusion as to where you are. 
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1. Rev. 3:17-18:  This church was wealthy, but they were not tithers.   
2. Rev. 3:19:  Jesus rebukes those He loves.  Today, most ministers/pastors won’t rebuke their 

congregation, because they fear people would leave (2 Tim. 4:2). 
3. Change your ways.  Become zealous, on fire. 
4. A lukewarm church is one without enough volunteers. 
5. An on-fire church is one where they have more than enough volunteers. 

 
VII. Mark 4:13-19:  When you read a parable, use Mark 4 as a guide to understanding it.   

A. Mark 4:17:  Affliction (Gk. thlipsis) means persecution or pressure. 
B. When you give your life to God, satan will surely try to discourage you. 
C. Do not become offended (Gk. skandalizo) or stumble, tripped up or fall. 
D. Those among thorns were distracted by race, money, status, people, etc. 
E. Deceitfulness of riches is seeking riches instead of God who has all the riches. 
F. Lust is anything else you hold higher than the Word of God. 
G. These things enter in and choke the Word and makes it unfruitful in your life. 
H. Mark 4:20-25:  The good ground are the ones that please God.  

 
VIII. Be ready for Jesus’ return. 

A. Mat. 25:1-13:  Five of the virgins were prepared and five were not. 
B. Gen. 22:24:  Enoch was ready, because he pleased God.  He walked with God. 
C. Heb. 11:4:  Abel was ready, because he gave God his first and his best. 
D. The church of Philadelphia was ready, because they focused on the Word and refused to let 

anything cause them to back up (Heb. 10:26-27). 
E. Luke 19:11-14:  Two of the servants were ready.  A parable is a short story used to make a point. 

Occupy means get busy. 
1. Luke 19:15-19:  The nobleman returned and gave rewards for their work.   
2. Luke 19:20-23:  The servant told the nobleman, in other words: you want me to do all the 

work and you get the reward.  He told the servant at least he could’ve helped someone else.  
3. Luke 19:24-25:  We think he should give more to the one who had five.  That’s socialism, 

liberalism, communism.  God isn’t making everyone equal.  He’s looking for the one that’s 
more productive.  A good investor gives his money where he’ll get the best return. 

4. Luke 19:26-27:  You must use it or else you’ll lose it. 
5. This is an illustration (not a literal meaning) of being a doer of the Word. 
 

IX. There’s some good news! 
A. If you’re faithful to God, He is faithful to you.  God has defeated the enemy.   
B. 1 John 5:4:  When you obey God, you are an overcomer, and the enemy shall be under your feet. 
C. Rev. 12:11:  With the Lord’s Word you’ll overcome the devil by the word of your testimony, and 

you love not your life to the death (Rev. 3:21; Rom. 8:37; 1 John 5:4). 
D. If you don’t know what to do, do what your hands find to do and do it with all your might. 
E. You can’t sit around doing nothing and get the reward of the rapture. 

 
Closing Summary 
 Real faith believes what the Word says then prepares for the victory promised.  Since Jesus won 
the victory over the enemy, we must do our part to do with our life whatever He wants us to do.  That’s 
real faith.  And that’s the faith that pleases God. 
 
 


